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Can I see what 

Remember, what your kids put online can be seen by 
anyone with access to their accounts. So teach them 
to be smarter about what they post. Help them do this 
by talking to them about who they talk to, what they 
say, and what they show. Ask them questions like, 
“Can I see what you’ve been posting online?” and, 
“What information is okay to share online?” 
  

What comes to mind when you 
think of  online predators?

Even as your children become smarter about what they 
put online, there will still be people out there who 
mean to harm them. What comes to mind when you 
think of online predators? 
 
You’re probably picturing an older man pretending to 
be a teen and chatting with innocent kids. After getting 
as much personal information as possible, he swoops 
by their homes and abducts them. For a while, that’s 
what everyone thought, but research has shown this 
isn’t the case. So who are online predators, really? I’m 
going to give you a general overview so you know what 
to expect. 
  
  
  

PEDOPHILE 
or

PREDATOR?

A common misconception is that all online predators 
are pedophiles. By definition, pedophiles are attracted 
to pre-pubescent children. The victims of online 
predators are mostly adolescents between the ages of 
13 to 17. 1 This does not mean that pedophiles aren’t 
online, but they don’t have many opportunities to form 
relationships with younger children who are not heavy 
Internet users and are often well-monitored. 
 
 
Citation 
1Wolak J, Finkelhor D, Mitchell K, Ybarra M. Online Predators and Their Victims: 
Myths, Realities, and Implications for Prevention and Treatment. American 
Psychologist, 2008;;63:111-128.   
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Boys who are questioning their sexuality also tend to 
be more vulnerable. Although most victims are girls, 
25% of victims of Internet-initiated sex crimes are 
boys.1 This next NetSmartz video is a true story about 
two boys who were sexually assaulted by people they 
met online.  
 
(Click to show video.) 
 

Citation 
1 Wolak J, Finkelhor D, Mitchell K. Internet-initiated sex crimes against minors. 
Journal of Adolescent Health, 2004;;35:424.e11– 424.e20. 
 
  

(Video plays.) 
  

Signs of  Grooming
Check if  your child is

› Receiving gifts through the mail

› Making calls to unknown numbers

› Turning away from friends and family

› Spending a lot of  time online

›

› Minimizing the screen or turning off  the 
monitor when you come into the room 

Although Ryan and Noah both knew that meeting 
offline was dangerous, they were groomed to ignore 
this. Grooming is the process that predators use to 
manipulate their victims. In addition to what you saw in 
the video, here are some other signs of grooming to 
look for. You should check if your child is 
 

   Receiving gifts through the mail, like bus 
tickets, cell phones, and webcams 

   Making calls to unknown numbers 
   Turning away from friends and family in favor of 

spending time online 
   Getting upset when he or she can’t get online 
   Or, minimizing the screen or turning off the 

monitor when you come into the room  
 
If you see any of these signs, don’t ignore them. Talk to 
your children. Check out what they’re doing online and 
who they’re talking to. Get help immediately if you 
suspect something is wrong. 
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